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SUBJECT: TRANSCRIPT OF BEIJING PRESS CONFERENCE OF 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENCE CHAS FREEMAN Oil NOVEMBER 
2, 19>3 
<TEXT> 
1. CEAS FREEMAN, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR 
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REGIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS, ™ TC ™ ^r^I^J-'Sg 8 

conference ra the program room of dsis beijimo at the 

cS>CLu7lOU OF EIO VISIT TO BEIJING Oa TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 

l' 1 AHERICW1 MEDIA PRESENT INCLUDED ABC, AP, BALTtMORB 
E^M ^^3 TO XASTERH ECONOMIC REVIEW, JOURNAL OF 

A^Ta. CHINESE PRESS INCLUDED REPRESEMTATIVES FROM 
SSnOX HBBS AGENCY, PEOPLE'S DAILY, CHINA DAILY , AND 
SSSiSTdAILY. AMONG THE BONG KONG PRESS WERE THE 
C^H^InHoRNING POST, AXV BONO KONG, HONG KONG 
COMMERCIAL RADIO, BONO KONG ^ J£re,ira& ^O «BIE 
TV, AND RTHK. TAIWAN' £ CHINA NEWS AGENCY ALSO SENT A 

a^^HIRD^COONTRY PRESS INCLUDED REDTERS, BBC, AGENCE 
rRAHCB-PRKSSE, AOSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORP., FINANCIAL 
SS. DPA, KI, ANSA, KYODO, ^l™^'™?™ 1 
CHIMBUN, NHK, JIJI PRESS, MAINICHI SHIMBON, ASAHI 
SHIMBUN TOKYO EHIMBUN, NIHOH K^a^^. 
HANDELSBLAD, *ASS, AND LUSA (PORTUGUESE NEWS AGENCY) . 
(BEGIN TRANSCRIPT) 

UNCLASSIFIED t, 

\ 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AMBASSADOR FREEMAN: THANK YOU, I AM SORRY TO BE LATE . 
I HAVE BEEN BUSY CLEARING REPORTING CABLES FROM THE 
VERY BOSY SCHEDULE I'VE KEPT HERS. 

^COiSaGUeTIn THE DELEGATION, SOME OF WHOM ARE HERE 
Kd SOME OF WHOM ARE NOT, AND I HAD A SERIES OF VERY 
VrODOCTIVE MEETINGS WITH THE VICE CHIEF OF ^GENERAL 
STAFF LT GENERAL XO HUIZI. I ALSO HAD A MEETING WITH 
"cVfOREIGN MINISTER LIU HUAQIU BEFORE HE LETT FOR TEE 
UNITED STATES THIS HORNING, AND I HAD A MEETING WITH 
Li! GENERAL BOAT GOOMO, WHO IS CHARGE OF DEFENSE 
CONVERSION, YESTERDAY. THIS HORNING, AS YOU KNOW, I 
HeVwITH DEFENSE MINISTER GENERAL CHI MW^^S? 
POLITBURO STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBER ^JICE CARMAN 
OF THE CENTRAL MILITARY COMMISSION GENERAL LIU fOAQING. 
THESE MEETINGS WERE AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON 
COMMON SECURITY CONCERNS AND IN PARTICULAR ON EACH 
OTHER'S IDEAS ON HOW TO IMPROVE U.S. -CHINA MILITARY 
REUNIONS WITH A SPECIFIC FOCUS ON THE SUBJECTS OF 
JSotSi1I?Sd t£ CONCEPT OF COOPERATION XW DEFEHSE 
CONVERSION, WHICH IS AN AREA WHERE CHINA HAS PLAYED A 
PIONEERING ROLE AND WHERE WE HAVE KOCH TO LEARN FROM 

I WAS ALSO ABLE, I SHOULD SAY, TO SPEAK FRANKLY AND 
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DIRECTLY TO THE PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY ABOOT SOME OF 
THE FRC_LB_S IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. 

finally, us discussed a number or modest initiatives 
for hilttary dialogue and ey.chances betkeem os. i 
unclassified 

unclassified 

PAG3 04 BEIJXN 39556 00 OF 04 021132S 
HIC3T ADD THAT THESE EXCHANGES AKD THIS DIALOGUE ARE 
ALL DESIGNED TO PROMOTE MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AKD TRUST 
BO THAT THE TWO MILITARIES CAM CONTRIBUTE BOTH TO 
IMPROVING OCR BILATERAL RELATIONS AND TO PROMOTING 
PEACE AHD STABILITY IN A NUMBER OF TROUBLE SPOTS IK THE 
WORLD. 

CO THIS IS BASICALLY A SUMMARY OF TEE ACTIVITIES IN 
tJHICH I'VE BEEN ENGAGED. MY TIHE IS SHORT, BUT I'D BE 
HAPPI TO TAKE QOESTI07I3. 

Q: I'M PAT TYLER 07 TBS HEW YORK TIMES. GOOU TO SEE 
TOO. 

FREEMAN: MICE TO SEE YOU. 

QS THERE HAS BEEN SOME CONCERN OR EXPRESSION OF 
CONCERN AHD SOME REPORTS FROH WASHINGTON TEAT THERE IS , 
CONCERN IN TEE ADMINISTRATION THAT THE LEADERSHIP OF ' 
THE FLA IS DEMONIZING THE UNITED STATES, (AND) REGAEDS 
THE UNITED STATES MILITARY AS ITS ENEMY. TO HEAT 
EXTENT DID YOU ADDRESS THE TWO, AHD WHAT IS YOUR 
ANALYSIS OF THE ATTITUDES IN THE MILITARY LEADERSHIP 
NOW? 

FREEMANi I FOUND THE PLA MILITARY LEADERSHIP VERY OPEN 
TO THE IDEA Or RE30MING EXCHANGES AND ENGAGING IN A 
RANGE OF ACTIVITIES IN THE AREAS I HAVE MENTIONED— 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
PACE OS BEIJIN 39556 00 OF 04 021132Z 
BASICALLY, PEACEKEEPING AND DEFENSE CONVERSION. AT THE 
SAME TIKE, I THINK IT IS FAIR TO SAY THAT FOUR AND A 
HALT YEARS OT NOT A COMPLETE HALT IN THE DIALOGUE BUT 
CERTAINLY A CONSTRICTION OF IT HAVE TAKEN THEIR TOLL IN 
TERMS OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, NOT ONLY ON THE CHINESE 
SIDE BUT ON OUR OWH SIDE. AND I THINK THAT IT IS GUST 
A MATTER OF LOGIC THAT IF YOU DON'T HAVE CONTACT AND 
DIALOGUE, IT'S EASY TO BE UNAWARE OF THE OTHER SIDE'S 
VIEWPOINT AND TO MISINTERPRET THAT VIEWPOINT 03 
OCCASION. IN OTHER WORDS, IGNORANCE CAN BREED 
SUSPICION AND DISTRUST, BUT I CERTAINLY DIDN'T BEHSE 
ANYTHING BUT A WARM RECEPTION FROM THOSE I SPOKE WITH. 
Q: COULD YOU ELABORATE MORE ON THE INITIATIVES YOU 
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dealt with regarding military exchances and dialogue, 

amd heat coat or visits we are going to see td the near 

future? 

freemani well, the details are still under discussxou. 

i should emphasize that it wasn't my porpose in coming 

HERE IM WHAT WAS ESSENTIALLY A DAY AND A HALF OF 
MEETINGS TO TRY TO WORK OCT TEE DETAILS Or A PROGRAM OF 
EXCHANGES OR OTHER ACTIVITIES. W5 DID DI3CDS3 SOME 
SUGGESTIONS, BUT THEY WILL HAVE TO BE WORKED OUT IN 
NORMAL CHANNELS THROUGH THE DEFENSE ATTACHE HERE AND 
THE CHINESE DEFEN3E ATTACHE IN WASHINGTON; SO I AM 
REALLY NOT IN A POSITION TO GET INTO THE SPECIFICS, 
EXCEPT TO SAY THAT WHAT MS ARE TALKING ABOUT IS A 
FAIRLY MODEST PROGRAM OF RECIPROCAL VISITS, 
DISCUSSIONS, FOCUSED ON PROFESSIONALIEATION, ON 
PEACEKEEPING. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
PACT 06 BEIJIN 3955$ 00 OF 04 021132Z 
AND IN THE LATTER AREA, I WOULD STRESS IN PARTICULAR 
THE VERY TINE PERFORMANCE WHICH CHINA TURNED IN IN i 
CAMBODIA, WHICH REMINDED US OF SOMETHING IMPORTANT, \ 
NAMELY, AS A PERMANENT MEMBER OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
WITH A VERY LARGE STANDING ARMY, CHINA IS VERY LIKELY 
TO PARTICIPATE IN FUTURE 'PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS 
ALONGSIDE THE UNITED STATES. IT'S IMPORTANT THAT WHEN 
THE PLA AKD THE U.S. ARMED FORCES ARE TOGETHER, THAT 
THEY KNOW HOW TO COMMUNICATE, HOW TO COOPERATE. AND SO 
WE'RS GOING TO LOOK TOGETHER AT SOWS WAYS OF DOING SOME 
PREPARATORY WORK FOR THIS KIND OF COOPERATION UNDER UN 
AUSPICES IN THE FUTURE. 

Q: ANY TIANANMEN SANCTIONS BEING LIFTED NOW? ARE 
THERE ANY SANCTIONS ON SALES BEING LIFTED HOW? ARE WE 
JDBT HOW TALKING ABOUT A RESUMPTION OF EXCHANGES AND 
DIALOGUE? 

FREEMAN: NO, THERE'S NO CHANCE IN THE SITUATION KITH 
REGARD TO SANCTIONS AT PRESENT. BUT WHAT WE ARE 
TALKING ABOUT IS EXACTLY WHAT I SAID. I MIGHT ADD THAT 
OBVIOUSLY THE WORLD HAS CHANGED A GREAT DEAL SINCE 
1989. THE BERLIN WALL HAS FALLEN, THE SOVIET UNION IS 
NO MORE. WE HAVE A VERY CORDIAL RELATIONSHIP NOW WITH 
THE RUSSIAN ARMED FORCES. 

CHINA AS YOU KNOW BETTER THAN I, LIVING HERE, HAS 
CHANGED A GREAT DEAL SINCE 1989 TOO. IN FACT, COKING 
BACK HERE AFTER AM ABSENCE OP NINE YEARS ONE IS 
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ABSOLUTELY STARTLED BY THE CHANGES WHICH ARE TAKING 
PLACE. CO IT ISN'T APPROPRIATE TO THINK IB TERMS OF 
GOING BACK TO THE SORT 0? RELATIONSHIP TOC HAD FROM THE 
EARLY 1980' S THROUGH 198». AMD WE'RE HOT TALKING ABOUT 
THAT. 

Qt I THINK YOU SAID YOO EPOKE FRANKLY WITH THEM ABOUT 
THE PROBLEMS IN THE MILITARY RELATIONSHIP. 
SPECIFICALLY, COULD YOU CHARACTERIZE YOOR DISCUSSIONS 
CM PROLIFERATION, AHD WAS THERE ANY CHANGE HI THE 
CHINESE POSITION THAT THEY DIDN'T SELL THE H-ll TO 
PAKISTAN? 

FREEMAN t WELL, WE DID DISCUSS A NUMBER OF ISSUES, 
INCLUDING THE H-11, AHD IT IS KY HOPE THAT THOSE 
DIECU33I0HS HILL PAVE THE WAY FOR U3 TO POT THAT ISSUE 
BEHIND US, BUT I CANNOT REPORT THAT THAT WAS ACHIEVED 
DURING MY VISIT. IT WILL REQUIRE VSORE WORK IN THE 
FUTURE HY DOTH SIDES. 

Qj MAY I HAVE A FOLLOW-UP ON THAT? WHAT KODLD PAVE 
THE WAY FOR THEM TO PUT THAT ISSUE BEHIND THEM? WAS 
THERE SOME SPECIFIC COMMITMENT THAT THE CHINES 
E WILL ', 

ADHERE MORE TO THE MTCR SO THAT THE U.S. COULD LIFT TEE* 
SANCTIONS THAT ARE NOW IN PLACE? 

FREEMAN i THERE ARE A VARIETY OF KAYS IN WHICH THIS 
ISSUE COULD BE RESOLVED, AND I AH NOT GOING TO GET INTO 
SPECIFICS. BUT I'D SIMPLY SAY THAT WE ARE BOTH AHARE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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THAT IT IS A SERIOUS ISSUE. IT'S VERY CLEAR THAT THE 
CHINESE THEMSELVES TAKE THE ISSUE OF PROLIFERATION 
SrRIOOSI.Y. I THINK THAT THEY MAKE A VERY CONVINCING 
CASE TH AT, A S THEY FREQUENTLY SAY, THEY NEED A STABLE 
AND PEACEFUL INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT, ESPECIALLY ON 
THEIR BORDERS, IN ORDER TO PURSUE THEIR OWN NATIONAL 
OBJECTIVES. SO, I THINK IN BROAD TERMS THERE IS 
UNDERSTANDING. THERE ARE SPECIFIC ISSUES, 0? WHICH THE 
H-ll IS OWE, Or COURSE, AHD ALL I CAN SAY IS THAT WE • 
HOPE TO WORK WITH THE CHINESE, WE HOPE THEY WILL WORk 
WITH US, TO FIND A WAY OF REBOLVING THE QUESTIONS WHICH 
HAVE ARISEN. 

Ql COULD YOU TELL US WHAT BEARING DOES CHINA'S NON- 
PROLIFERATION POLICY HAVE WHEN IT COMES TO CONSIDERING 

MFN STATUS7 * 

FREEMAN: WELL, I THINK CHINESE BEHAVIOR ON A RANGE OF 
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ISSUES Ifl WEIGHED AS WE CONSIDER DIFFERENT ASPECTS CS" 
OUR RELATIONSHIP, INCLUDING MFH. 

I WILL NOTE THAT CHIXA OVER THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS HAS 
ADHERED TIRST TO TH5 KPT AND THEM TO THE CONVENTIONS 
AGAINST CHEMICAL WARFARE. IT 10 A SICMAYORY OF THE 
CONVENTION AGAINST BIOLOGICAL WARFARE. VERY CLEARLY, 
CHINESE THINKING OH THESE I3CUES HAS MOVED A XOSO KXY 
FRCH WHERE IT HAS SOME YEARS AGO AMD IT 13 MUCH CLOSER 
TO OCR OWN THINKING, AMD THAT XS A HATTER 0? SOME 
SATISFACTION TO OS. 

I THINK THAT IT LAIS A BASIS FOR COOPERATION DJ THIS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AREA. AND THAT COOPERATION CAM ONLY HAVE A BENEFICIAL 
AFFECT OU THE OVERALL PPLATTOHSHI? . 
Ql DID THE CHINESE RAISE AT ALL THE QUESTION OF 
RENEKIHG ARKS PURCHASES FROM THE UNITED STATES? 
PREEMAM; HO. 

Q: DID TOO DISCUSS WITH CHINESE COUNTERPARTS THE 
SITUATION IN RUSSIA AND THE INFLUENCE OF THE SITUATION , 
UPON THE REGION? ', 

FREEMAN: THE SUBJECT DID COME UP, BUT NOT AS A MAJOR * 
TOPIC OF THE DISCOSSIOU. I THINK THAT BOTH OF US ARE 
COHCEKKED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF INSTABILITY IN 
RUSSIA AND ADJACENT AREAS WHICH WOULD AFFECT THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY INTERESTS OF CaiNA AS WELL AS THE 
UNITED STATES. BUT THE DISCUSSION SIMPLY WASN'T 
DETAILED, NOR WAS THAT A FOCUS OF OUR TALKS. IF IT 
CAKE UP, (IT WAS] ESSENTIALLY IN PASSING. 
C: A LOT Or CHINA'S NEIGHBORS HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN3 
ASOOT THE INCREASES IN THE CHINESE MILITARY BUDGET. 
DOES THE UNITED STATES SHARE THESE CONCERNS, AND IF BO, 
DID TOO CONVEY THOSE TO THE CHINESE WHILE YOU WERE 
HERE? 

rREEMANt I THINK ONE THING THAT WE DID DISCUSS WHICH 
WAS DIRECTLY ON THIS POINT, ALTHOUGH NOT EXACTLY IN THE 
TERMS THAT TOO PUT IT, IS THAT BOTH OF OS ARE IN THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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BUSINESS AT PRESENT OF RESTRUCTURING AMD KODERHIZIKG 
OCR DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS AND OUR MILITARIES. IH OUR 
CASE, IT HAPPENS THAT HE DO NOT BELIEVE ANYMORE THAT 

OUR GLOBAL ROLE INVOLVES A POSSIBILITY OF A WORLD WAR, * 

AND THEREFORE WE ARE DRAMATICALLY DONN-SIZINC BOTH OOR 
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defense upending and the 3Iee of armed torces. mid i 
bad hoped to explaih to the chinese more in detail what 
ws were doing, frankly time did wot permit, bot i was 
able to give them souk briefing material oh this, 
i think *or our part he would like to understand hore 
about tee directzoa of chinese military planning — what 
kimd <xt core structure the chinese plan. wot because 
re regard china as a threat, bot because we regard 
china ad ah importaht factor in world politics and the 
security 07 this region, a3 a potential partner in many 
ray3, am) re would simply like to understand kore about 
both the methodology by -which the chinese make planning 
decisions xh this area and the direction of their 
defense evolution. and it is my hope that the 
exchanges and dialogue to reich i referred will enable 
us to exchange views on this subject. 
ql did the officials yoo met these tew days express 
their anger on the sales of weapons to taiwan from the 

U.S.? 

rn 

EEMANi IN THE COURSE OF THE DISCUSSIONS THE CHINESE 
DID MAXE CLEAR THEIR CONCERN ABOUT THE LEVEL OF U.S. | 
ARMS BALKS TO TAIKAN IN THE RECENT PAST. SO THAT ISSUg, 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WAS RAISED BY THEM, BUT I SHOULD SAY THAT THAT TOO IS 
NOT A FOCUS OF THE DISCUSSIONS. I WAS HOT HERE TO 
ADDRESS THAT ISSUE, AND MY CHINESE HOSTS GRACEFULLY 
REGISTERED THEIR COHCEHN BUT DID NOT BEEK TO ENGAGE IN 
AH EXTENSIVE DISCUSSION OF THAT ISSUE. 
{END OF TRANSCRIPT) 
DAKS 
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